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DIRECTOR'S NOTE 
The inspiration for Eduardo Machado 's play 
"The Cook" apparently came during a visit to 
Havana in 2000. During that visit , he frequented 
a paladar (restaurant in a home) in a grand art 
deco villa run by a woman named Gladys . In 
his 2007 memoir, Tastes Like Cuba: An Exiles 
Hunger for Home, Machado writes: "I sat and 
ate, and when I was done Gladys made cafe 
and sat down with me ... And then something 
caught my eye. I noticed a picture on the dining 
room wall of a striking blonde dressed in fifties 
couture . "Gladys," I asked, "who is that?" "The 
lady who owned this house ," she answered. And 
then she looked at me. Her eyes said, "That's it. 
Stop there," and I knew that I was not permitted 
to ask anything else. That night I sat down and 
began to write "The Cook." This brief exchange 
sparked the artist's imagination that clearly didn't 
stop there. Rather , it led him to dramatize the 
dreams , relationships , conflicts , and hopes of 
those who , like his own family, fled the Castro 
revolution, as well as those, like Gladys , who 
remained in Cuba. 
Good plays engage us, invite us into their worlds, 
play with us, challenge us, maybe provoke us, 
and certainly ask questions of us. "The Cook" 
asks, "Whose house is it?" The play also poses 
some difficult questions about loyalty to people 
and devotion to ideas. How tightly do you hold 
on to the beliefs that have sustained you and 
when do you let go? 
In his book, Eduardo describes how during 
that 2000 visit to Cuba, Gladys (the cook) sent 
him a plate of tamales. He writes , "They were 
unbearably delicious ... Without knowing it, 
Gladys closed a circuit inside of me. She gave 
me a foundation that would build my entire play 
on: the power of food. I ate her tamales like I 
had eaten other tamales, but the experience was 
different. The little bundles of com told a stmy, 
my stmy, the story of those that came before 
me, and the story I was trying to tell through my 
play." 
In "The Cook" Gladys' story spans four turbulent 
decades in Cuba. It is a story of strnggles and 
aspirations. It is a story about world politics 
and its impact on everyday people. Above all, 
it is a story about a kitchen and the indomitable 
spirit of survival , resourcefulness , reinvention, 
and optimism that characterizes Cuban people , 
wherever they may live. 
Sheldon Deckelbaum 
Jesse Dreikosen rf) //7°'7 
Assistant Scenic Designer Elaine Bryan r. . 
Lighting Design Tony Galaska U iJ 0 
Assistant Lighting Designer Damien Charkiewicz 
Master Electrician Damien Charkiewicz 
Costume Design Marilyn R. Skow 
Assistant Costume Designer Patricia Almodovar 
Sound Design Matt Corey 
DramaturgNocal Coach Jennifer Smith 
Production Manager Marilyn R. Skow 
Stage Manager Michelle Cote 
Technical Director Celso Peruyera 
Assistant Technical Dir~ or Geordan Gottlieb 
,f1?l}6J ~ · T/Y';2--,,cy, ci 
FIU THEATRE ADMINISTRATION 
Chair/Artistic Director Lesley-Ann Timlick 
Administration Marianna Murray 
Costumer Marina Pareja 
Marketing Assistant -DeAnna Drayton 
Office Assistant Hector Bermudez 
THE COOK 
originally produced 
December 2003 - January 2004 
by INT AR, New York 
THE COOK 
BY EDUARDO MACHADO 
DIRECTED BY SHELDON DECKELBAUM 
Gladys 
Carlos 
Elena 
Adria 
Julio 
Rosa 
Lourdes 
CAST 
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PLACE 
A mansion in El Vedado, a district of La Habana, Cuba. 
Act/ 
Act II 
Act Ill 
TIME 
1958 
1972 
1997 
INTERMISSIONS 
10 minute intermission after Act I 
10 m·inute intermission after Act II 
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FIU Theatre would like to thank all the donors whose generous support 
is making it possible for the cast and crew of this production to travel to 
Greensboro, NC to compete in the Regional Kennedy Center American 
College Theatre Festival. We are honored and humbled by your support. 
Every one of you is making our participation in this competition possible 
and we are extremely grateful that your generosity has enabled us to seize 
this opportunity. 
Enjoy the show! 
AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 
Westinghouse 
Air Conditioning Systems 
] 
Co ngratulati ons to the cast and crew of 
The Cook. 
The FIU community will be cheering you on at the 
Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival 
in North Carolina. 
Break a leg! 
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SPRING 2008 EVENTS 
04 FEB FIU Chamber Players Concert 8PM 
06 FEB FLEA Ensemble Concert 8PM 
08 FEB Concerto Competition 3PM 
12 FEB The Birds - Opening Night 8PM 
Performances Feb 13-15, 19-21 
12 FEB FIU Symphony Orchestra 8PM 
15 FEB Concerto Competition 3PM 
24 FEB FIU Symphony Band 8PM 
27 FEB Jazz Night 8PM 
28 FEB FIU Concert Band Invitational TBA 
04MAR MFA Exhibition-Runs through Apr 4 TBA 
04MAR Pericles - Opening Night 8PM 
Performances Mar 6-8, 12-15 
07 MAR FIU Symphony Orchestra+ Master 8PM 
Chorale, Choruses, Concerto 
Competition Winners 
08 MAR Solo Piano Concert 8PM 
12 MAR Amernet String Quartet 8PM 
21 MAR The Deep Seascape: The Sonic Sea 8PM 
22 MAR Salute to American Music 2PM 
Benefit Concert Presented by 
The Footlighter's Club 
24 MAR FIU Big Band + Arturo Sandoval 8PM 
05APR Student Piano Recital 8PM 
07 APR Opera Gala 8PM 
13APR Wind Ensemble 8PM 
15APR FIU Symphony Band 8PM 
16APR Battaglia d'Amore 8PM 
17 APR MFA Exhibition-Runs through May 8 TBA 
17 APR VH 100 Artist Series 8PM 
24APR FIU Faculty+ Student Dance Concert 8PM 
For tickets and event information please call 305.348.0496 or visit carta.fiu.edu 
Congratulations to the 
faculty, staff and students 
of FIU Theatre. 
We are proud of your 
achievements! 
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Ph: 305.779.7914 Cell: 786.566.0215 
falcona @sharpusa.com 

